
GEOGRAPHY CHAPTER 2
OCEAN AND CONTINENTS
🌊 1. Definition of Ocean 
1. Oceans are huge bodies of saline (salt) water on Earth’s surface.
2. They cover about 71% of the Earth’s surface.
3. Oceans are interconnected and form a large global ocean.
4. They influence climate, weather, and rainfall patterns.
5. Oceans are rich in marine life and natural resources.
6. There are five major oceans: Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, Southern, and Arctic.

🌍 2. Definition of Continent
1. A continent is a large continuous landmass on Earth.
2. There are seven continents: Asia, Africa, North America, South America, Antarctica, Europe, and Australia.
3. Continents vary in size, population, and geographical features.
4. Continents are surrounded by oceans and seas.
5. They contain mountains, rivers, deserts, forests, and varied climates.
6. Asia is the largest, and Australia is the smallest continent.

💧 3. Distribution of Water on Earth 
1. About 71% of Earth is covered with water.
2. Around 97% of the water is saltwater found in oceans and seas.
3. Only 3% is freshwater, essential for human use.
4. Most freshwater is frozen in glaciers and ice caps.
5. A very small percentage is available in rivers, lakes, and underground.
6. Water bodies play a vital role in transport, trade, and supporting life.

🌐 4. Pacific Ocean 
1. It is the largest and deepest ocean in the world.
2. Important for international trade routes.
3. It has many islands and active volcanoes (Ring of Fire).
4. Covers more area than all landmasses combined. It is spread on 33.3% area of the earth.
5. Mariana Trench, the deepest part of the earth lies under the Pacific Ocean.
6. The Pacific Ocean is circular in shape.
7. It is bounded by Asia and Australia on one side and North and South Americas on the other.



🌊 5. Indian Ocean 
1. The third largest ocean in the world.
2. The Indian Ocean is the only ocean which has been named after India.
3. The shape of this ocean is almost triangular.
4. In the North, it is bounded by Asia, by Africa in the west and by Australia in the east. 
5. Indian Peninsula divides it into two parts. The Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal.
6. Located mainly in the Southern Hemisphere.
7. Surrounded by Asia, Africa, and Australia.
8. Important for monsoon winds and trade.

🌊 6. Atlantic Ocean (North and South)
1. The Atlantic Ocean is the second largest ocean of the world.
2. It is ‘S’ shaped.
3. It is flanked by the North and the South America on the Western side and Europe and Africa on the eastern side.
4. Its coastline is highly indented. This irregular and indented coastline facilitates development of natural harbours.
5. The Atlantic ocean is the busiest ocean from the point of view of commerce.
6. Divided into North Atlantic and South Atlantic by the Equator.

🌊 7. Arctic Ocean 
1. Smallest and shallowest of all oceans.
2. Located around the North Pole.
3. Remains frozen most of the year.
4. A narrow water body named the Berring Strait connects it with Pacific Ocean.
5. It is bounded by the northern coasts of North America and Eurasia in the north.
6. Surrounded by Europe, Asia, and North America.
7. Home to polar bears and unique marine species.

🌊 8. Southern Ocean 
1. Encircles the continent of Antarctica.
2. Recognized as the fifth ocean by many countries.
3. Contains the coldest and roughest waters.
4. Important for regulating global climate.
5. Rich in marine life like krill, whales, and seals.
6. Also called the Antarctic Ocean.

🌏 9. Asia
1. Asia is the largest continent. both area and population.
2. It covers about 1/3 of the total land area of the earth.
3. Asia lies  mainly in the Northern and Eastern Hemispheres.
4. lt is separated from Europe by Ural mountain on the west’
5. The combined landmass of Asia and Europe is called Eurasia.
6. Home to the Himalayas – highest mountains in the world.
7. Birthplace of many ancient civilizations and religions.
8. Rich in natural resources, cultures, and biodiversity.

🌍 10. Africa 
1. South America lies mostly in the Southern Hemisphere.
2. It is bounded by the Pacific Ocean in the west, by Atlantic Ocean in the East and by Antarctic Ocean in the South.
3. The world’s longest mountain range, the Andes runs through its full length.
4. World’s largest river, Amazon flows through this continent.
5. Second largest continent.
6. Known for diverse geography – deserts, rainforests, savannas.
7. Home to the Sahara Desert and the Nile River.
8. Rich in minerals and wildlife (l
9. Has 54 countries.
10. The Equator divides it almost equally into north and south.

🌍 11. Europe
1. Europe is the second smallest continent.
2. Water bodies bound it on three sides.
3. The Atlantic Ocean lies on the western side, the Arctic Ocean on the Northern side and the Mediterranean sea on the southern side.
4. Played a key role in world history and colonization.

🌎 12. North America
1. North America is the third largest continent of the world.
2. It is linked with South America by the Panama Isthmus.
3. It lies completely in the Northern and Western Hemisphere.
4. Three oceans surround it. They are the Pacific Ocean in the West, The Atlantic Ocean in the East and the Arctic Ocean in the North.
5. Rich in natural resources, technology, and economy.
6. Features include Rocky Mountains, Great Lakes.
7. Home to many indigenous cultures and modern cities.

🌎 13. South America 
1. Lies mostly in the Southern Hemisphere.
2. Known for the Amazon River and Rainforest.
3. Countries include Brazil, Argentina, Chile.
4. Bordered by Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.
5. Has rich wildlife and natural beauty.
6. Famous for Andes Mountains and Inca civilization.

❄️ 14. Antarctica 
1. Antarctica is completely in the Southern Hemisphere.
2. It is a continent larger than Europe and Australia put together.
3. The South Pole lies almost at the centre of this continent. Hence the continent is permanently covered with thick ice’sheets.
4. Coldest continent, with no permanent residents.
5. Scientific research stations are found here.
6. Rich in marine life in surrounding oceans.
7. Protected by international treaties for peaceful research.

🌏 15. Australia 
1. Smallest continent and also a country.
2. It lies entirely in the Southern hemisphere.
3. It is surrounded on all sides by oceans and seas so it is called an island continent.
4. Surrounded by Indian and Pacific Oceans.
5. Known for unique animals like kangaroo and koala.
6. Features include Great Barrier Reef, deserts, forests.

CONTINENTS AND OCEANS

1.Introduction

· The Earth is known as the Blue Planet because  most of its surface is covered by water.
· About  three-fourths of the Earth is covered with water , and only one-fourth is land.
· When seen from space, Earth looks mostly blue due to the oceans.
· Land and water are not just parts of nature, but they affect our lives, culture, history, and climate.

 2. Meaning 

Ocean  : A very large body of salty water that covers a big part of the Earth’s surface. 
Continent : A huge area of land that is surrounded by water.                                
Island :A small piece of land completely surrounded by water.                           
Marine :Related to the ocean or sea.                                                    
Flora: Plant life found in a particular area.                                          
Fauna: Animal life found in a particular area.                                        

 3. There are five oceans in the world
  1. Pacific Ocean – Largest
  2. Atlantic Ocean– 2nd largest
  3. Indian Ocean – 3rd largest (around India)
  4. Southern Ocean– 4th largest (near Antarctica)
  5. Arctic Ocean – Smallest (in the north)

· Oceans are interconnected water flows between them without barriers.

· Oceans contain marine life, such as fish, dolphins, whales, sea turtles, algae, and corals.

 4. Importance of Oceans

· Oceans help in controlling the Earth’s climate.
· They are home to many plants and animals.
· They give us rainfall , which is essential for life and farming.
· Marine plants give us oxygen over 50% of the world’s oxygen comes from ocean plants.

5. People use oceans for:
· Travel and migration
· Fishing
· Trade
· Military activities
  



